Freudian/psychoanalytic criticism

Freudian Criticism:

Critics who respect the theories of Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) have found in literature a perfect source for exploring the inaccessible world of the unconscious—that of the writer, of character, and of reader.  Freud believed that a literary work was to its author as dreams are to a dreamer
.  Although speculative, Freudian criticism is concerned with the quest for and discovery of connections between the artists themselves and what the actually create.  As far as literature is concerned it analyzes characters ‘invented’ by authors, the language they use and what is known as Freudian imagery
.   

Student Tasks:

1. Who are the most influential proponents of this type of critical theory?

2. What are some of the major concepts, ideas, characteristics, etc., of this type of theory?  How does one employ/use these concepts?

3. What kinds of questions would a Freudian reading of a text produce/pose/employ, or kinds of explorations does a Freudian reading encourage?

4. What are the strengths of this type of reading practice?

5. Does the group see or feel that there are some weaknesses in this type of reading?   

� This assignment would not be possible without the support, knowledge, and expertise of Carol Ricker-Wilson.
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